Diagnosis of postoperative arrhythmias following paediatric cardiac surgery.
Arrhythmias are commonly encountered in the paediatric intensive care unit setting, most frequently in the setting of postoperative congenital heart disease. Postoperative arrhythmias are an important cause of morbidity in children in the postoperative period following cardiac surgery for congenital cardiac lesions. It is important for all paediatric critical care physicians involved in the care of these children to understand the potential mechanisms involved and how to make an accurate diagnosis. The existing literature has focused on small groups and specific arrhythmias. There is a paucity of literature to guide the clinician in approaching arrhythmias in the paediatric intensive care unit setting. Our objective was to review the recognition and diagnosis of paediatric arrhythmias in the postoperative period following congenital cardiac surgery. Timely and accurate identification of the rhythm disturbance is mandatory and allows for the institution of effective, rhythm specific management strategies.